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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE RE CHICAGO DIVERSION 

1 . FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE TO BE USED ON AN IF ASKED 
BASIS, AND IN EMBASSY'S DISCRETION, AS APPROPRIATE FOR 
BACKGROUND BRIEFING OF MEMBERS OF THE CANADIAN PRESS. THE 
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1976 CONTAINS LANGUAGE 
INITIALLY INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BY A 
NUMBER OF CONGRESSMEN TO PERMIT A FIVE-YEAR DEMONSTRATION 
PROGRAM INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF THE CHICAGO DIVERSION FROM 
ITS PRESENT RATE OF 3,200 CFS UP TO A MAXIMUM OF 10,000 

CFS. THE PROGRAM CONTEMPLATED INCLUDES PROVISIONS FOR 
REDUCING THE DIVERSION DURING LOW- WATER PERIODS. 
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2. UPON LEARNING OF THE HOUSE BILLS, WHICH WERE SUBSE- 
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QUENTLY COMPILED WITH OTHER LEGISLATION TO FORM THIS ACT, 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WROTE TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
RESPONSIBLE (I.E. WATER RESOURCES) SUBCOMMITTEE OF 
THE HOUSE TO URGE, IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS, THAT 
SUCH LEGISLATION NOT BE ADOPTED WITHOUT PRIOR CONSULTATION 
WITH CANADA. WE REFERRED TO TESTIMONY OF THE DEPARTMENT 
BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE IN OCTOBER 1974 CONCERNING CANADIAN 
OPPOSITION TO SIMILAR PROPOSALS TO INCREASE UNILATERALLY 
THE CHICAGO DIVERSION. OUR COMMENTS NOTWITHSTANDING, THE 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTED THE BILL WITHOUT HOLDING HEAR- 
INGS AND WITHOUT MAKING ANY MAJOR CHANGES IN RESPONSE TO 
OUR CONCERNS. 

3. AFTER THE PROVISION PASSED THE HOUSE WE FURTHER WROTE 
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE-SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
ENCLOSING A COPY OF OUR EARLIER LETTER AND REPEATING 
OUR OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION WITHOUT PRIOR 
CONSULTATIONS. IN A LATE NIGHT SESSION, THE CONFEREES 
APPROVED THE BILL WITHOUT MODIFYING THE DIVERSION PROVI 
SION AND IT PASSED BOTH HOUSES SHORTLY BEFORE ADJOURNMENT. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE IS PRESENTLY AWAITING THE 
EXACT TEXT OF THE ACT AND WILL REVIEW ITS POSITION AS SOON 
AS THIS IS RECEIVED. THE ACT CONTAINS A NUMBER OF OTHER 
PROVISIONS AND WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF INTERAGENCY COORDIN- 
ATION AND DISCUSSION WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. KISSINGER 
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